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‘’HELP” - MASTA MEMBERS 

It is a constant problem of  locating new teachers 
around the State. In the past MSBOA has been most 
helpful when new membership comes in; however, 
that information is not available until the end of  

September. 

If  you as MASTA members know of  any new teachers, 
or teachers who have transferred to another district, 

please contact me. 

I would really enjoy making contact with or visiting 
with these new teachers. 

So, please help!! Send information to Jan Flower at  
j_flower@comcast.net. 

MASTA Membership Directory

Member listings contained in this Directory 
are obtained from ASTA, and data is 

presented as supplied by the National office. 
Members wishing to change their listing or 

request that their information not be included 
in future Directories may do so only by 

contacting:
Kelly Harris, Director of  Membership 

via email: kelly@astaweb.com or phone: 
703.279.2113 ext. 14

Free Recruiting Posters Available!

Having trouble recruiting students for 
orchestra? As part of  the NAMM grant, 

Increasing Access to Strings, ASTA now has 
free posters available that target minority 

students. Order today by emailing maryjane@
astaweb.com. You will receive 10 posters to 
display throughout your school community.



MMC 2010 Preview
submitted by MMC Coordinator Valerie Palmieri

Mark your calendars! The 5th Annual Michigan Music Conference, January 21-23, 2010, is planned and 
waiting for you. The conference will begin for many of  you on Thursday with Geri Arnold’s 6 hour intro 
course and certification for the ever popular Suzuki Training “Every Child Can’. 

This year’s MASTA headliner is Bob Phillips. Bob Phillips, composer, pedagogue, and teacher trainer, is 
renowned as an innovator in string education. He brings a wealth of  knowledge and a sense of  humor to 
his clinics, drawn from his 27 years as a public school string teacher in Saline, MI. Currently he serves as 
string editor for Alfred Publishing. Bob and his wife, Pam continue their music education outreach via their 
presentations at national and state music conferences as well as their leadership roles in the American String 
Teachers Association. Bob will present sessions on Re-energizing the Beginning Instrumental Classroom and 
Creating Expressive Performance Through Repertoire. Pam, will present a sessions on “Copyright What Can I 
Do and What Can I Not Do?” as well as a session on “Do You Have a Vision and Do You Know How to Get 
There?”

New this year in the Thursday session is a fabulous 3 hour- hands-on-repair session “If  It’s Broke YOU can 
fix it!” presented by Paul Bartel and Robin Bloomberg. This popular session has been expanded due to it’s 
popularity and demand by strings teachers to save their budgets! Also, the Thursday sessions will feature a 6 
hour conducting session designed for strings teachers.

Several new string method books will be presented in sessions by Composer Elliot Del Borgo “Foundations 
for Strings” and Dr. Joanne Erwin. New Directions® for Strings A Comprehensive Approach to String Music 
Education will be presented. In addition, a 90 minute block of  time is put aside for a New Music Reading 
Session, by Kathleen Horvath. 

We are also pleased to bring you the following performances: Jenison Middle School Orchestra under the 
direction of  Carol Johnson and the Traverse City Central High School Orchestra under the direction of  Ellen 
Boyer. Additional string sessions include:

• “8 Fingers, 47 Strings Let’s Harp on it!”, Patricia 
Terry-Ross 
• “What’s New? Chamber Music Rehearsal and 
Performance Strategies for New Music” and “Just say 
NO to Performance Anxiety”, Diane Winder, Eastern 
Michigan University
• “Scales are NOT just for fish! Fool proof, universal 
fingerings for all string instruments - 1,2,3 octave - 
Majors and minors”, Valerie Palmieri
• “Behind the Scenes How to select quality literature 
for your performances”, Carol Johnson
• “Fiddling for Fifth Graders (and Beyond)! , Amy 
Marr
• “New Teacher Survival Kit”, Dan Scott
• “A Chance to Do Some Good, Service Learning in 
Orchestra Class” , Diane Platte

• “Auditioning for College (string players)” , Kypros 
Markou, Wayne State University
• “Fearless Improvisation: Strategies for the String 
Classroom” by Nancy Conley
• “Teaching vibrato to beginning and intermediate 
cellists”, Jamie Fiste, Central Michigan University
• “Make and Take featuring the life of  Elizabeth 
Green” by Larry Dittmar and Dan Long 
• “How do Different Approaches to Bow Hold/
Bow Arm Affect Tone? a session on Demystifying 
“Intonation Issues for String Players and Practical 
Suggestions and Insights for Coaching Student 
Chamber Ensembles”, Kristen Pellegrino, University 
of  Michigan

The above sessions, by no means is the entire conference – these are only highlights brought to you by MASTA 
sponsorship – over 60 other sessions will be offered! To register or find out more information about the 
Michigan Music Conference please go to:www.michiganmusicconference.org.
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Dominant Strings...

www.connollymusic.com

The legendary tone and easy playability of

Dominant violin strings help you build

confidence in your students.  It’s another

important reason why Thomastik has

been the reference standard in strings for

nearly 40 years.

Thomastik-Infeld: The Reference Standard In Strings

Inspire Confidence.

Crafted for the perfect fit:
4/4  •  3/4  •  1/2  •  1/4  •  1/8  •  1/16

MASTA Notes
2231 Kolomyia Court
West Bloomfield, MI 48324




